
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1610 

Main Petitioner: Matt Halliday 

Subject: Upgrade the A75 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to upgrade the A75 
Euro-route to dual carriageway for its entirety as soon as possible 

 
Background 
 
The A75 is a trunk road linking Gretna, Dumfries and Stranrear. As with all 
trunk roads, the A75 is owned by Scottish Ministers and managed by 
Transport Scotland.  Routine and winter maintenance of the A75 is carried out 
by Scotland transerv, holder of the South West Unit operating contract. 
 
Euro routes: The network of Euro routes are designated by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe.  A map of the Euro route network, 
including the E18 route between Craigavon (Northern Ireland) and St. 
Petersburg (Russia), which incudes the A75, is available at: 
 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/MapAGR2007.pdf 
 
No specific funding is attached to the designation of a route as a Euro route.  
These routes should not be confused with the European Commission’s Trans-
European Transport Network core network corridors, although there is some 
overlap between the two designations on some routes.  Euorpean funding is 
available to support the development of aspects of these core network 
corridors.  A map of the core network corridors can be found at: 
 
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-
portal/site/maps_upload/SchematicA0_EUcorridor_map.pdf 
 
The A75 is not currently part of a Trans-European transport network core 
network corridor. 
 
Road safety: The European Road Assessment Programme categorises the 
A75 as a low-medium risk road, the second lowest rating in its five stage road 
safety rating system.  A map of UK strategic road risk ratings is available at: 
 
http://www.eurorap.org/wp-content/uploads/2010-2012-GB-RRM.pdf 

http://external.parliament.scot/GettingInvolved/Petitions/A75RoadUpgrade
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/MapAGR2007.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/SchematicA0_EUcorridor_map.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/infrastructure/tentec/tentec-portal/site/maps_upload/SchematicA0_EUcorridor_map.pdf
http://www.eurorap.org/wp-content/uploads/2010-2012-GB-RRM.pdf
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Scottish Government Action 
 
The Strategic Transport Projects Review, published by Transport Scotland in 
2009, identified a programme of upgrades to the A75 as a priority for Scottish 
Government investment.  Details are available on pages 88-89 of the attached 
report: 
 
http://www.transport.gov.scot/sites/default/files/documents/rrd_reports/upload
ed_reports/j11260a/j11260a.pdf 
 
Transport Scotland lists completed and planned upgrade work to the A75 at: 
 
http://www.transport.gov.scot/projects?combine=a75&field_status_tid=All 
 
The Scottish Government held a Dumfries and Galloway transport summit in 
Dumfries on 22 August 2016.  The Scottish Government committed to 
considering “…further improvements to the major roads in the region”. 
 

Scottish Parliament Action 
 
Petition PE451, lodged on 21 January 2002, urged the then Scottish 
Executive to “…substantially upgrade the A77 and the A75 at the earliest 
opportunity.”  The Public Petitions Committee took evidence from the 
petitioners at its meeting of 12 February 2002.  The Public Petitions 
Committee closed the petition at its meeting of 5 November 2002, after the 
Scottish Executive provided details of its investment plans for the A77 and 
A75. 

 
Alan Rehfisch 
Senior Researcher 
22 August 2016 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@parliament.scot  

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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